Staying on Course with Your Preparations

Discover Your Ideal Destination: "Embrace the Adventure"
· ☐ Compile a prioritized list, encompassing factors such as Cost of Living, Affordable Healthcare, Safety, Recreational Opportunities, Climate, Language Preference, Accessibility from USA (or Europe), etc.
· ☐ Investigate renowned destinations via YouTube, International Living, World Population Review, and blogs accessible through Google searches.
· ☐ Engage in expat communities on Reddit, Expat.com, or our Patreon/Discord group to connect with kindred spirits and learn more about your areas of interest.
· ☐ Calculate your monthly earnings for potential residency visa qualification.
· ☐ Assess available VISA choices for your target countries to ensure eligibility before getting too excited.
· ☐ Keep exchange rates in mind: USD to Euro, Pound to Euro, etc.

Extra Tools from ‘It’ll Be Fun’
· ☐ Review our carefully vetted vendor list for local contacts in Portugal – your trusted resource for reliable connections.
· ☐ Don't forget to join us for our engaging monthly Google meetups on Patreon at www.patreon.com/itllbefun.
· ☐ Plan ahead to attend our festive Happy Hour events, an excellent opportunity to mingle with expats and locals upon your arrival.

Preparations from Your Home Country: "Laying the Foundation"
· ☐ Develop a budget to cover moving expenses (visa fees, immigration legal services, airfare, accommodation, exploratory trips, etc.).
· ☐ Initiate language acquisition: Enroll in master classes, download language apps like Memrise, Linguee, and Duolingo.
· ☐ Renew your passport with at least 2 years remaining and ample blank pages.
· ☐ Organize your finances: Establish accounts with International Brokers IBK, SpartanFX, or Schwab International for banking and investments.
· ☐ Facilitate money transfers by opening SpartanFX for substantial transfers, Wise for smaller transfers, and addressing wire transfer paperwork with your US bank.
· ☐ Set up a local bank account in your selected country (required for VISA in Portugal, for example).
· ☐ Obtain a tax number (NIF if moving to Portugal). See vendor list for options and affiliate links.
· ☐ Secure a credit card devoid of international transaction fees.
· ☐ Plan to retain your US phone number initially, we use Google FI but there are plenty of options.
· ☐ Unlock your mobile device and number with your carrier; install WhatsApp and activate WiFi calling. Have family install WhatsApp too.
· ☐ Plan for taking your Pets abroad – see our separate check list.
· ☐ Schedule a online meeting with a real estate agent - see our trusted vendor list for recommendations.
· ☐ Schedule an online meeting with a tax attorney - see our trusted vendor list for recommendations.
· ☐ Join us for our monthly online Google meetups on Patreon, your chance to interact and exchange experiences.
· ☐ Mark your calendar for the upcoming Happy Hour events post-arrival, offering a chance to connect with fellow expats and locals.

Strategizing Scouting Journeys Abroad: "Mapping Your Exploration"
· ☐ Select multiple countries to visit.
· ☐ Choose diverse cities/regions within chosen countries for thorough exploration.
· ☐ Devote 4 to 6 weeks to immerse yourself in a country or plan multiple visits over several years.
· ☐ Secure flights ahead of time for optimal pricing, utilizing airline points when possible.
· ☐ Arrange short-term rentals with kitchens in various city areas to experience local life.
· All-inclusive hotels do not help you get a feeling for the places you visit. Remember what you are there for.
· ☐ Coordinate airport transportation and consider renting a car for comfortable exploration.
· ☐ Obtain travel insurance to cover healthcare, repatriation, and unexpected trip cancellations.
· ☐ Embrace local living by investigating shopping, schools, medical facilities, banking, and post offices.
· ☐ Test language skills and meet locals through shopping and cooking endeavors.
· ☐ Explore prospective neighborhoods and consider guided tours for an idealized perspective.

Leverage Virtual and In-person Meetings:
· ☐ Consult with Visa Lawyers or Immigration experts, possibly pre-arranged virtually.
· ☐ Obtain a NIF (if Portugal-bound). See vendor list.
· ☐ Schedule meeting with a Shipping Agent for planned relocation. See vendor list.
· ☐ Foster relationships with Rental/Real Estate Agents and Insurance Agents for comprehensive guidance. 
· Speak with them before you come and pre plan a meeting to see properties once you arrive.
· ☐ Plan pre-scheduled meetings with our reliable real estate agent recommendations or one of your choices.
· ☐ Plan pre-scheduled a tax meeting with our Portuguese tax attorney Filomena or one of your choices.
· ☐ Connect with us through our monthly Google meetups on Patreon, an invaluable networking opportunity.
· ☐ Stay in the loop by joining our regular Happy Hour events after you arrive, providing a chance to meet fellow expats and locals.

Navigating Residency VISA Application: "Embarking on the Visa Journey"
· ☐ Familiarize yourself with VISA options and decide on your application approach.
· ☐ For a DIY VISA, refer to VFSGlobal.com.
· ☐ Adhere to consulate regulations.
· ☐ Schedule both virtual and in-person meetings with your selected VISA/Immigration team. See vendor list for recommendations.
· ☐ Choose an appropriate visa category.
· ☐ Compile essential documents, such as bank and income statements, tax number, Portuguese bank account, etc.
· ☐ Obtain necessary document translations (if applicable).
· ☐ Secure apostilles for documents as required.
· ☐ Undergo fingerprinting for background checks.
· ☐ Acquire FBI federal background checks.
· ☐ Complete your Rental or Purchase and ensure your paperwork has been properly filed in preparation for your VFS appointment.
· Book a VFS appointment through their website.
· ☐ Arrange flights, accommodation, and transportation for your VFS appointment.
· ☐ Attend the VFS consultation and submit your VISA application.
· ☐ Await email correspondence (typically 6-12 weeks from the Portuguese consulate).
· ☐ Mail your passport to the consulate to apply the VISA and enclose a prepaid return label.
· ☐ Celebrate the moment with a photo of your VISA – you're on your way!
